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Chronology of Political, Social and Religious Milieu 
from 962 A.D.  to 1255 A.D. with Primary Focus on 

 Central Italy and Assisi in Particular 
 

Chronology of the Lives St. Francis and St. Clare1 
 

 

DATE EVENTS ST. FRANCIS  
ST. CLARE 

962 Otto I, German king, was crowned 

Emperor by Pope John XII, uniting the 

crowns of Germany and Italy and founding 

the Holy Roman Empire (Palmer 33). 

He began to reform the Church in the West 

by appointing worthy popes and bishops 

(Schreck 163). 

 

 

11th 

Century  

The Roman Catholic Church, as far as 

human effort, was virtually created in the 

11
th
 century, along with other institutions of 

the High Middle Ages.  Prior to 1,000, the 

Church was fragmented and localized.  

Bishops went their own way; many clergy 

could not read nor write; monasteries were 

in decay; and priests married or lived in 

concubinage that was condoned.  The 

Church was unrecognizable in the 10
th
 

century (Palmer 32 – 33).   

 

The German emperors continued to control 

the Western Church during this century 

(Schreck 40).  

  

 

1050 - 1200 A new rural and urban society formed.  All 

of the cities that Europe was to know 

before the modern industrial era sprang up 

during this period.  Along with this rise of 

towns, there was rapid population growth, 

and a new economy characterized by a rise 

 

                                              
1
 In my research, I found conflicting information on the dates that events occurred in the lives of Francis and Clare.  The 

conflicts that I especially noticed were a matter of being a difference of one year.  For example, one author might say 1205 

and another might say 1206. 



 2 

in the merchant class, commercialism, 

trade, money and banking (Palmer 22 – 

29).    

 

The middle of the 11
th
 century marked a 

turning point.  It marked the end of 

invasions, and Europe became free from 

the pillaging attacks of the barbarians.  

There emerged “a wholly different attitude, 

one that calculated values to see whether 

any particular activity or transaction would 

be profitable.  It marked the promotion of 

commerce and industry from their status as 

marginal activities to the level of key 

elements in European economic life.  

Finally, it marked the recognition and use 

of money as tool instead of as treasure, the 

release of new types and of vast quantities 

of specie into circulation, and the 

appearance of new techniques for the 

expeditious handling of money”  (Little 

18). 

 

Among the difficulties of adapting to the 

profit economy were the biases of the 

received tradition “against all the main 

elements of the new economy:  against 

cities, against money, and against the urban 

professions” (Little 35).  There was a 

perception of money as evil and merchants 

as sinners (Little 35 – 38). 

 

With the rise of cities, there arose the 

condition of poverty.  The condition of 

poverty in the cities was different from the 

poverty that had been in the rural areas 

where monasteries or other religious bodies 

provided assistance.  In the cities, the 

misery of the poor “had no remedy 

whenever charitable institutions were not 

functioning” (Manselli 25). 

 

1054 The Great Schism between the Church of 

the East and the Church of the West 

occurred  (Palmer 21).   
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1059 Pope Nicholas II issued a decree that popes 

be elected by cardinals (Palmer 34).   

 

 

1073 - 1085 Cardinal Hildebrand was elected as Pope 

Gregory VII in 1073.  In 1075, he declared 

“that the pope had been given supreme 

authority by Christ through Peter.  The 

pope has universal authority in the Church 

and also the right to depose emperors or to 

change laws that conflicted with either 

God’s law or Church authority.  Most of all 

Gregory used his authority to reform the 

Catholic Church, which was in dire need of 

reform on all levels.”  He insisted that 

priests be celibate and rejected all forms of 

simony (accepting money for spiritual 

services).  He excommunicated anyone 

who refused to reform  (Schreck 41).   

 

 

1076  Pope Gregory VII excommunicated 

Emperor Henry IV for failing to support the 

reform of the Church.  “Henry came on his 

knees in the snow at Canossa to seek the 

pope’s forgiveness, which was granted” 

(Schreck 41).   

 

 

1090 - 1210 During this time, there was an emergence 

of a period of itinerant preachers, 

“spontaneous, semi-authorized, and 

nonauthorized alike,” monks and laymen, 

from about 1090 until the beginning of the 

Franciscan itinerant preaching (Pazzelli 

46). 

 

Norbert of Xanten (1082 – 1134) was the 

greatest and best known of the itinerant 

preachers.  The period of great orthodox 

itinerant preachers came to an end with his 

death (Pazzelli 48 – 51).  

  

 

1095 The First Crusade was called by Pope 

Urban II (Schreck 42).  “The crusades were 

military expeditions organized by the 

Church for the liberation of the Holy Land 

from Moslem control and for the defense of 

the Christian faith and protection of 

Christian pilgrims” (Schreck 45). 
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Leprosy passed from the East to the 

West with returning crusaders.  Lepers 

were looked upon with horror.  They 

were excluded from society and 

suffered a sort of civil death as well as 

the religious ban.  They were usually 

abandoned and left to their own devices 

(Manselli 35). 
 

12th 

Century 

This century is characterized by tensions 

and conflicts between Papacy and the 

Empire and excesses and abuses of power 

by both, resulting in a breakdown of 

authority and social upheavals.  The 

response in many areas to provide stability 

was the establishment of communes or city-

states.  They acquired power and claimed 

some degree of autonomy from Pope and 

Emperor.  Another source of unrest was the 

threatening quality of feudal life and the 

insecurity of the roads, traceable to the 

feudal lords in Italy (Riley 395 - 97).     

 

The pope and the emperor contested the 

control of Assisi throughout this century 

(Stewart 123).   

 

Provencal poetry originated in southern 

France, in Provence, at the beginning of the 

12
th
 century.  It was based on the world of 

refined and genteel feudal courts, especially 

of the knight to the feudal lady of the castle.  

The knights and subjects were ready to 

serve and die for her (Pazzelli 73). 

  

A spiritual movement began in the late 

eleventh and twelfth centuries, known as 

the vita apostolica.  Central to this 

movement was the emphasis on poverty 

and the literal imitation of the poor and 

homeless Jesus with a lifestyle of poverty 

and preaching (Sheldrake 58).     

 

“. . . the dominant element always present 

in the various religious movements of the 

twelfth century was the continuation and 

The knightly element or chivalry of the 

Provencal poetry, which originated in the 12
th
 

century, played an important part in the 

psychological development and orientation of 

St. Francis.  Francis knew Provencal and 

sang in that language  (Pazzelli 73). 

 
Francis’ vision was symptomatic of the vita 

apostolica  spiritual movement which began 

in the late eleventh and twelfth centuries  

(Sheldrake 58).     
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diffusion of the desire – already present in 

the second half of the eleventh century – to 

return to the gospel life of the apostles, 

considered as the norm and model of 

poverty and of evangelization for the whole 

Church.”  This apostolic life was 

considered the model for the Christian life, 

and the conviction spread that it must be 

followed by all believers (Pazzelli 44 – 45).    

 

In the 12
th
 century, there was “the evolution 

from the idea of the monastic vocation as 

the Christian vocation, to the belief that 

vocation included secular callings and 

states of life.”  The laity was developing a 

new consciousness (Stewart 111). 

 

“The idea spread and took root that the laity 

could live fully religious lives as lay 

people.”  Toward the end of the 12
th
 

century, continence was no longer required 

for married penitents.  By the 13
th
 century, 

non-monastic lay people had secured a 

place in religious life.  Penance became the 

central element in that religious expression.  

Vast numbers became voluntary penitents 

during the 12
th
 and 13

th
 centuries, 

apparently from a deep-felt, inner need, and 

not explainable in terms of an economic or 

social motivation.  The laity embraced 

penance as a way to God.  “As a sinner the 

only possible stance before God was that of 

repentance” (Stewart 119 - 21). 

 

“Worship was increasingly focused on the 

Eucharist, especially on the real presence of 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, which was 

confirmed by numerous Church councils.  

The term ‘transubstantiation’ began to be 

used, describing the change of the host and 

the wine into respectively, the body and 

blood of Christ in sacramental form.  

However, the focus in the medieval Church 

was more on gazing at the consecrated Host 

than on receiving the Lord in his Supper”  

(Schreck 47). 
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The founding of the first universities took 

place in the 12
th
 and 13

th
 centuries (Palmer 

36).  This led to a new approach to 

theology, called scholastic theology, which 

employed philosophy and reason to 

illuminate the truths of faith (Schreck 164).   

 

1100 Towns began the struggle to set themselves 

free of feudalism (Palmer 27).   

 

 

1116 Bernard founded an abbey at Claivaux.  He 

was known as Bernard of Claivaux and was 

a leader of spiritual renewal (Schreck 46). 

  

 

1122 The Concordat of Worms was negotiated 

giving the College of Cardinals the right to 

elect the pope (Schreck 44).   

 

 

1140 Around this year, there began to be 

unauthorized itinerant preachers. They were 

mostly layman and soon became 

disobedient to the ecclesiastical hierarchy 

and into heterodoxy (Pazzelli 51).   

 

 

1146 The Second Crusade was in 1146.  It was a 

military failure (Schreck 45). 

 

 

1150 - 1300 The great fair of Champagne, the most 

famous of all fairs, was an international 

market for the exchange of goods (Fortini 

39). 

Pietro Bernardone, the father of Saint 

Francis, was a rich cloth merchant and 

would have been one of the merchants 

purchasing goods at this fair (Fortini 38).  

He was an importer of luxury fabrics, 

which he sold with a high profit margin 

(Manselli 28).  

 

1153 St. Bernard died (Manselli 3).   

 
 

1159 Emperor Frederick I seized Rome and 

forced Pope Alexander III to flee (Schreck 

44).  

 

1160 – 
November 21  

A document was issued by Frederick I 

which conferred a broad autonomy upon 

Assisi, based on its own merits (Manselli 

20).  It essentially made Assisi a free city 

under imperial protection (Stewart 124).  

“The main reason, however, that Assisi was 
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‘imperial’ was that its traditional rival, 

Perugia, was ‘papal’” (Pazzelli 68). 

 

1172 - 1174 Christian was the archbishop of Magonza 

and chancellor of the emperor.  He was sent 

to restore imperial rights in central Italy and 

began taking repressive action.  Assisi was 

destroyed by imperial forces in 1174 

(Pazzelli 69 – 70).   

 

 

1174 - 1198 Assisi was under imperial rule, and the 

emperor and his court were installed in La 

Rocca, the fortress in Assisi, in 1178 

(Pazzelli 70).   

 

 

1174 Conrad of Urslingen was made Duke of 

Spoleto under Frederick I.  Assisi was 

traditionally a part of Spoleto.  Conrad 

served both Frederick I and Henry VI 

(Riley 400 – 01).   

 

 

1174 – 1210 This period “marks the last and definitive 

collapse of the feudal structure in Assisi” 

(Pazzelli 70). 

 

 

1177 - 1198 Conrad of Urslingen was Count of Assisi 

(Riley 400).    

 

 

1179 The Waldensians and the Humiliati sought 

and received papal approval for their way 

of life.  They were more widespread, more 

influential within the Church than the 

earlier itinerant preachers that emerged 

around 1140 and were more directly related 

to the later Franciscan penitential 

movement. 

 

“They preached a return to the primitive 

Gospel and thus their lives and preaching 

took on a penitential character.  In their 

attempt to be faithful to the Gospel and to 

preach clearly the content of the penitential 

message, they placed an emphasis on the 

most concrete and measurable aspect, 

namely, poverty”  (Stewart 113 – 15).   
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1181/1182 In the years immediately preceding the 

birth of Francis and during his youth, a 

deep change took place in the social 

classes, including in Assisi.  For several 

centuries, the primary distinction had been 

between the nobles (“nobili”) and the 

common people (“plebei”).  At this time, a 

third class arose, the “borghesia,” which 

caused criteria more important than birth.  

The merchants were in this third class, 

which was based on wealth (Pazzelli 71).   

 

St. Francis was born in Assisi in either 1181 

or 1182.  His father was Pietro di 

Bernardone, one of the richest merchants in 

Assisi.  His mother was Lady Pica (Pazzelli 

67).   

1183 – June 

25 

Under the provisions of the Peace of 

Constance, between Frederick I and the 

Italian communes, the communes were 

assimilated into the imperial fiefs, free in 

name while recognizing all authority as 

coming from the emperor (Pazzelli 70).  

  

 

1184 At the assembly of Verona, Frederick I and 

the new pope, Lucius III, joined in 

agreement of condemnation of heretics 

with excommunication by the Church and 

with the ban (exclusion from the juridical, 

political and civil community) on the 

imperial part.  The Cathara and 

Waldenisians were condemned (Manselli 

8).   

 

1187 – 
October 2 

Jerusalem fell to Moslem control.  There 

was confusion and pain throughout the 

Christian world.  People went into 

mourning and dressed in sackcloth.  They 

were invited to weep openly and do 

penance.  Churches were open day and 

night.  “The priests of Assisi continually 

repeated the mournful psalm:  “O Lord, 

your enemies have invaded your house”  

(Pazzelli 73).  

 

 

1189 - May Frederick I was reconciled with the new 

pope, Clement III, and left on the Third 

Crusade (Pazzelli 74).   

 

 

1189 Certain charitable-penitential associations 

had taken the Tau as a distinctive symbol.  

A spiritual tract, Liber de poenitentia of the 
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Anonymous Benedictine, written in 1189, 

makes the following statements:  “Examine 

your thought, words, and works accurately 

and see if you have sinned in these things.  

If you believe that you have gravely sinned, 

take upon yourself the sign of the Tau, the 

sign of those who weep and lament their 

faults” (Pazzelli 36). 

 

1190 - June  Frederick I drowned while crossing the 

Salef River (Pazzelli 74).   

 

 

1195 - April Emperor Henry VI appointed Conrad 

“Viceregent of Sicily,” confirming him as 

Duke of Spoleto (Riley 401).  Conrad was 

not loved by the people of Assisi.  They 

called him “fly-in-the-brain” to show what 

a bizarre lunatic he was.  On December 26, 

1196, the Empress Constance gave birth 

and placed her son (the future Emperor 

Frederick II) in the care of the Duchess of 

Spoleto before continuing on to Sicily 

(Manselli 21).  The baptism of the baby 

took place in Assisi (Pazzelli 75).  

 

 

1194 – July 

16 

 Clare was born in Assisi on July 16, 1194.  

She was cofoundress of the Order of Poor 

Ladies or Clares and the first Abbess of San 

Damiano (Catholic). 

 

1196  Francis was 14 years old and would have 

begun working in his father’s business.  

Fourteen was the normal age for a young man 

to begin his occupation.  (Pazzelli 75) 

 

1197 Henry VI died, and Conrad was in Sicily.  

Assisi, Gubbio, Spoleto and other towns in 

the Duchy gave their allegiance to the 

Church prior to Conrad’s return.  

Participating in this movement was 

Cardinal Lothario dei Conti, who was to 

become Pope Innocent III (Riley 404).    

 

 

13th 

Century 

“The thirteenth century was the flower of 

the Middle Ages and the height of 

Christendom.  In almost every area of life, 

we see the influence of the Church and the 
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advancement of culture and learning.  

Certainly there were dark moments, such as 

the crusades and the Inquisition launched 

against heresies.  But the light of the 

achievements of this century far outshines 

the darkness and illumines the Catholic 

church even today” (Schreck 48). 

 

The greatest source of renewal of the 

Catholic Church came through the rise of 

the Mendicant orders, which focused on 

living the poverty and humility of Christ.  

In this century, St. Francis of Assisi, St. 

Clare, and St. Dominic founded orders 

(Schreck 164).   

 

The Beguines of the 13
th
 century was 

probably the first women’s movement in 

western religious history.  During this 

century also there was a “substantial 

increase in the number of women 

attracted to religious life in the new 

reformed convents as well as large 

numbers who joined bands of 

wandering preachers.”  Woman also 

made a distinctive contribution to piety, 

but women were losing their occasional 

power to preach.  The political and legal 

status of women deteriorated around the 

12
th
 and 13

th
 centuries (Sheldrake 71). 

 

1198 - 1216 “The height of the medieval papacy came 

with Innocent III, whose pontificate lasted 

from 1198 to 1216.  Innocent virtually 

realized Gregory’s dream of a unified 

Christian world” (Palmer 35).  He brought 

every secular ruler into submission to the 

Church, by persuasion, excommunication, 

or interdict. 

 

His goal was full control of the Church to 

reform it.  He did more than any other pope 

of the Middle Ages to strengthen and 

reform the Church.  He called the Fourth 

Lateran Council and was the first to take 

the title Vicar of Christ. 

 



 11 

 

Innocent showed great wisdom in his 

approach to the mendicant or Poverty 

Movement.  Many Christians were 

scandalized by the wealth flowing into the 

West and wanted to imitate Jesus with a 

more simple life of gospel poverty.  

Innocent recognized the necessity of this 

for the renewal of the Church.  He 

approved the new orders of poor men or 

Mendicants founded by Francis of Assisi 

(1209) and Dominic Guzman (1215) 

(Schreck 48 – 49).    

 

1198 - April Conrad had submitted to the Pope 

unconditionally and left Italy for Germany 

(Riley 405).  Assisi was freed from 

imperial domination, but the people of 

Assisi who opposed imperial rule also 

opposed papal authority because papal 

control required that they had to accept 

coming under the predominance of the 

papal city, Perugia, Assisi’s greatest rival 

(Stewart 124).  

 

 

1198 - 
December 9 

There is the first concrete evidence for the 

existence of consular government in Assisi 

(Riley 407).   

 

 

1199 The destruction of Rocca in Assisi led to 

attacks on the nobility with many of them 

losing their palaces and towers in the city 

and castles in the country.  Many sought 

refuge in Perugia, Assisi’s traditional rival.  

The Perugians aligned themselves with the 

Assisian refugees in bringing war against 

Assisi, which culminated in the Battle of 

Collestrada in 1202 (Riley 407 – 08).  

  

Families of St. Clare and Brother Leonardo 

move to Perugia.  (Englebert and Brown xi) 

1201 Assisians elected their first mayor who was 

also excommunicated from the Church.  

Innocent III brought an interdict against 

Assisians until this mayor was removed 

from office (Riley 410).   

 

 

1201 The Humiliati were a lay community in 

Lombardy, Italy.  (See 1179 entry.)  They 
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cared for the poor and needy and gave 

special attention to the lepers.  The group 

evolved into three orders:  (1) married 

people, living in their homes; (2) celibate 

men and women, living the common life in 

separate dwellings; and (3) clerics in 

service to the other two orders.  They were 

excommunicated in 1184, but Innocent III 

approved all three orders and their Rule in 

1201.  He also sanctioned their gathering 

on Sunday to hear one of the lay members 

preach (Stewart 115).   

 

1202 The Fourth Crusade was called by Innocent 

III (Schreck 50).   

 

 

1202 - 
November 

Battle of Collestrada took place in the war 

between Perugia and Assisi and their allies 

(Riley 408).  In the end, Assisi was beaten, 

and the slaughter was great.  Assisi was 

appalled, and everywhere there was 

weeping and mourning for those who were 

lost.  Thomas of Celano indicated that the 

massacre was beyond measure.  Many from 

Assisi were taken prisoner (Brown 151 – 

55). 

 

Francis was wounded and taken prisoner.  He 

was 20 years old (Pazzelli 79).  Francis 

spends a year in prison in Perugia, until he is 

ransomed by his father.  Francis was ill 

(Englebert and Brown xi). 

 

1203  The Pact of 1203, between the buoni 

uomini and the uomini del popolo of Assisi, 

required restitution be made to the various 

nobles whose property had been destroyed 

and other provisions (Riley 408). 

 

 

1204  Francis has a long illness.  At the end of the 

year or the spring of 1205, he sets out for war 

in Apulia.  He returns to Assisi the next day, 

after a vision and message in Spoleto.  The 

period of his conversion begins (Englebert 

and Brown xi). 

 

1205  Count Walter of Brienne was recruiting 

soldiers for an expedition to Sicily, but died 

in June as the result of wounds received in 

a battle at the castle of Sarno (Pazzelli 83 – 

84). 

In the fall or later, Francis hears the message 

of the Crucifix of San Damiano.  The conflict 

with his father begins (Englebert and Brown 

xi).   

1206  The trial before the Bishop takes place in 

January or February.  In the spring, Francis is 
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in Gubbio, nursing those with leprosy.  In the 

summer, probably in July, he returns to 

Assisi, assumes the hermit’s habit and begins 

to repair the Church of San Damiano 

(Englebert and Brown xi).  

 

1206 - 1208  From the summer of 1206 until January or 

early February 1208, Francis repairs San 

Damiano, San Pietro and Portiuncula 

(Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1208 – 
February 24 

 Francis hears the Gospel of St. Matthew at 

Mass and changes from a hermit habit to that 

of a barefoot preacher.  He begins to preach 

(Englebert and Brown xii). 

 

1208 – 
spring and 

summer 

 Brothers Bernard and Peter Catanii join 

Francis on April 16
th
, and on April 23

rd
, 

Brother Giles is received at the Portiuncula.  

That spring, the First Mission takes place 

with Francis and Giles going to the Marches 

of Ancona.  In the summer, three more join 

them, including Philip (Englebert and Brown 

xii).   

 

1208 – fall 

and winter 

 The Second Mission takes place, and all 

seven go to Poggio Bustone in the Valley of 

Rieti.  The six plus a seventh new follower go 

on the Third Mission, two by two (Englebert 

and Brown xii). 

   

1209 - early  The eight return to the Portiuncula and are 

jointed by four more (Englebert and Brown 

xii). 

 

1209 - spring  Francis writes a brief Rule.  He and his 

eleven companions go to Rome, where he 

obtains the approval of Pope Innocent III.  On 

the way back they stay a while at Orte and 

then settle at Rivo Torto.  In September, 

Emperor-elect Otto IV passes by Rivo Torto 

(Englebert and Brown xii). 

 

1209 – 
September 

and later. 

 The friars move to Portiuncula.  The possible 

beginning of the Third Order occurred in 

1209-1210  (Englebert and Brown xii). 
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1210 The Pact of 1210, between the majores and 

minores in Assisi (Riley 399).  The Pact did 

not assert the dominion of the majores but 

integrated them into a whole, abolished 

servitude and asserted the freedom of all 

people, making them subject to the 

commune (Stewart 126). 

 

 

1211  Francis goes to Dalmatia and returns 

(Englebert and Brown, xii). 

 

1212   In March, St. Clare was received on Palm 

Sunday night at the Portiuncula.  She spent a 

few days at San Paola and a few weeks at 

Panzo Benedictine convents.  Then, she 

moved to San Damiano (Englebert and 

Brown xii).   

 

1213 – May 

8 

 

 “At San Leo, near San Marino, Count 

Orlando offers Mount La Verna to Francis as 

a hermitage” (Englebert and Brown xii). 

1213/14 or 

1214/15 

 

 Francis made a trip to Spain (Englebert and 

Brown xii). 

1215 Innocent III called Fourth Lateran Council.  

“This council approved reform decrees that 

have affected the Church for centuries, such 

as the duty of Catholics to go to confession 

and receive Holy Communion at least once 

a year during the Easter season.  This 

council approved the term transubstantia- 

tion and also took measures, such as the 

Inquisition, to suppress heresies” (Schreck 

48). 

 

Francis was in Rome (Englebert and Brown 

xii). 

1216 – July 

16 

 

Pope Innocent III dies in Perugia 

(Englebert and Brown xii).  

 

1216 The followers of St. Dominic were 

recognized as the Order of Preachers by 

Pope Honorius III (Schreck 53). 

 

Clare was granted the Privilege of Poverty by 

Innocent III (Bartoli 72). 

 

Francis obtains the Portiuncula Indulgence 

from Pope Honorius III in Perugia (Englebert 
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and Brown xii). 

 

1217  On May 5
th

, the Pentecost General Chapter 

took place at the Portiuncula.  That year, 

there were the first missions beyond the Alps 

and overseas.  Giles left for Tunis and Elias 

for Syria.  Francis left for France, but 

Cardinal Hugolin met him in Florence and 

persuaded him to stay in Italy (Englebert and 

Brown xii-xiii). 

1218 - 1221 The Fifth Crusade took place.  It had been 

called by Innocent III at the Fourth Lateran 

Council.  This Crusade was called to 

recover the City of Jerusalem, but it failed 

to do so (Schreck 50). 

 

1219  The first Franciscan martyrs leave for 

Morocco, and on June 24
th
, Francis sails from 

Ancona for Acre and Damietta.  He visits the 

Sultan in the fall, and on November 5
th
, 

Damietta is taken by the Crusaders 

(Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1220  In January, the first martyrs are killed in 

Morocco, and early this year, Francis goes to 

Acre and the Holy Land.  In the spring or 

summer, he returns to Italy, landing in 

Venice.  Cardinal Hugolin is appointed 

Protector of the Order.  Possibly this year (or 

1217 or 1218), Francis resigns, and Peter 

Catanii becomes vicar (Englebert and Brown 

xiii). 

 

1221 St. Dominic dies.  He is declared a saint in 

1234 (Schreck 53). 

Peter Catanii dies in March, the Chapter takes 

place on May 30
th

, Francis write the First 

Rule, and Elias is vicar.  Also, that year, the 

Rule of the Third Order is approved by 

Honorius III, and Francis went on a 

preaching tour in southern Italy (Englebert 

and Brown xiii).  

 

1222  Francis preached in Bologna on August 15
th
.  

This year, he composes the Second Rule, 

discusses it at the Chapter on June 11, and 

discusses it further in the fall in Rome 

(Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1223  Pope Honorius III approves the Rule of 1223 
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on November 29
th
.  On December 24

th
/25

th
, 

the Christmas Crib Midnight Mass took place 

at Greccio (Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1224   On June 2
nd

, the Chapter sends a mission to 

England.  In Foligno, at the end of July or 

early August, Elias is given a message in a 

vision that Francis has only two years to live.  

From Assumption on August 15
th

 to St. 

Michael’s Day on September 29
th
, Francis 

fasts at La Verna.  He receives the Stigmata 

about September 14
th
.  In October or early 

November, he returns to Portiuncula 

(Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1224 - 1225  In December – February, Francis makes a 

preaching tour in Umbria and the Marches, 

riding on a donkey (Englebert and Brown 

xiii). 

 

1225 – 
March - June 

 Perhaps in March, on a visit to St. Clare at 

San Damiano, “his eye-sickness suddenly 

turns much worse.  Almost blind, he has to 

stay there in a cell in or by the chaplain’s 

house.”  At the insistence of Brother Elias, 

Francis consents to receiving medical care, 

but the weather is too cold and treatment is 

postponed.  Perhaps in April or May, while 

still at San Damiano, he receives treatment 

but does not improve.  Francis receives a 

divine promise of eternal life and composes 

the “Canticle of Brother Sun.”  He adds to the 

Canticle in about June, reconciling the 

feuding bishop and mayor of Assisi.  He is 

summoned by a letter from Cardinal Hugolin, 

leaves San Damiano for Rieti Valley, and is 

welcomed there by Hugolin and the papal 

court.  He is there from June 23
rd

 to February 

6
th
 (Englebert and Brown xiii). 

 

1225 – from 

July  

 At the urging of Hugolin, Francis goes to 

Fonte Colombo to undergo eye treatment but 

postpones it because of the absence of 

Brother Elias.  In July or August, the doctor 

cauterizes Francis’ temples at Fonte 

Colombo.  There is no improvement.  In 

September, Francis moves to San Fabiano, 
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near Rieti, to be treated by other doctors, who 

pierce his ears.  He restores the trampled 

vineyard of the poor priest.  From about 

October 1225 – March 1226, he is in either 

Rieti or Fonte Colombo (Englebert and 

Brown xiii – xiv). 

 

1226  In April, Francis is in Siena for medical 

treatment.  In about May or June, he returns 

to the Portiuncula.  In July and August, in the 

summer heat, he is taken to Bagnara in the 

hills near Nocera.  In late August or early 

September, his condition grew worse.  He is 

taken to the palace of the bishop in Assisi, 

who is on a pilgrimage to Monte Gargano.  

Later in September, knowing that his death is 

imminent, Francis insisted upon being carried 

to the Portiuncula (Englebert and Brown xiv). 

 

1226 - 
October 3 

and 4 

 St. Francis died at Portiuncula, and on 

Sunday, October 4
th
, is buried in San Giorgio 

Church (Englebert and Brown xiv). 

 

1227 – 
March 19 

 St. Francis’ friend, Hugolin, becomes Pope 

Gregory IX (Englebert and Brown xiv). 

 

1228 – July 

16 

 St. Francis is canonized in Assisi by Gregory 

IX (Englebert and Brown xiv). 

 

1228 - 1229 In the Sixth Crusade, Frederick II was able 

to recapture Jerusalem, but this lasted only 

15 years (Schreck 50). 

 

 

1230 – May 

25 

 Translation of St. Francis’ remains to the 

Basilica of Saint Francis, in Assisi (Englebert 

and Brown xiv). 

 

1240  Clare performed the miracle of expelling the 

Saracens, allies of Frederick II, who were 

trying to take Assisi (Bartoli 170). 

 

1241  Through the prayers of Clare, Assisi was 

liberated from the troops of Vitalis di Aversa, 

commander of Frederick II’s army, who was 

trying to take Assisi (Bartoli 172 – 73). 
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1245 First Council of Lyons was held.  It was 

Ecumenical Council and continued the 

reform of the church (Schreck 49). 

 

 

1253 – 
August 9 

 Pope Innocent IV approved the Rule of Clare 

(Bartoli 188).   

 

1253 – 
August 11 

 Clare died at San Damiano (Bartoli 189). 

1255 - 
August 

 St. Clare was canonized in the cathedral of 

Anagni (Bartoli 4). 
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